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Abstract: According to Abhidharmakos-sastra a Nirgrantha — putra( Jaina) holding a
small sparrow in his hand asked the Buddha whether what he held in his hand were alive
or dead. If the Buddha said “dead ” he meant to produce the bird alive; if the reply was
“alive ” he intended to kill it and show it to be dead. The Buddha had understood the Nir-
grantha—putra’s idea so he chose not to answer. The similar story appeared in Greek and
India. More details were added to the plot of the story in Song Dynasty of China and then
was introduced to Japan by replacing the hero with Tkkyi ( ).
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