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land returned to the mortgagor.

(8) Folk Literature: Textual Practice Drives a Change of Direction in Research
Hu Xiaohui « 167

Chinese scholars have long used cognitive methods to study the issue of textual
practice in folk literature, in the belief that text and context bore little relation to one
another. Most of them still see the performance theory and oral-formulaic theory in-
troduced in the 21st century as a method of theoretical understanding and empirical
research, and thus ignore the possibility that folk literature is becoming a practical
science. From the perspective of practical research, folk literature texts actually in-
volve people using different forms of folk literature in the act of narrative performance
itself. Performance is the process of practice whereby the intertextuality of forms and
narrative tradition is embodied in the dynamic text by the act of performance. Only by re-
turning folk literature texts to the act of performance of forms and narratives can the
form will common to the genre and the people, the ethics of responsibility of the per-
former and the audience, and the character of folk literature as practice be highlight-
ed, and only thus can the relationship between “this” performance of folk literature

and “this” collected and recorded text be clarified through practice.

(9) Blacks in the American South and the Tuskegee Study of the 1930s
Huang Wenling « 183 «

The Tuskegee Study (1932-1972 ) was an infamous medical study conducted by
the United States Public Health Service to study the natural progression of untreated
syphilis in black patients. In a situation where medical resources had long been scarce
and segregation was in force, the black patients and medical and nursing staff had
their own reasons for participating in the study. They firmly believed that the only
way to get medical care and break down medical segregation was to take part in the
Tuskegee Study, a mode of thinking that can be traced back to Booker T. Washing-
ton’s tradition of compromise and “National Black Health Week.” The black medical
and nursing staff thought the study was a process whereby new scientific knowledge
would be discovered and believed their cooperation and participation would improve
black health; they also saw it as an opportunity for black patients to enter the govern-
ment medical system. The patients’ thirst for medical care and the hopes of medical

staff enabled the study to continue for forty years.
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