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Swan— malden— type Story and Shamanism

CHEN Gang - long
(Research Center of Eastern Literature, Peking University, Beijing, 100871, China)

Abstract: This paper mainly discusses the reason why Swan— maiden— type story was regarded
as the legend of the ethnic origin by the Buryat Mongols. It thinks the reason why the story of hu-
man— being— and- animal heterogeneous marriages was considered as the country- founding myth-
ology and the legend of ethnic origin lies mainly in the fact that stories of this type meets the need of
the narrative mode of such country— founding myths and legends of ethnic origin. Shamanism of
ancient northern ethnic groups including the Buryat Mongols incorporates the animal spouse of the
heterogeneous marriages story into their god systems so as to establish blood ties between the tribal
ancestor and the god.
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