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Man Sanwang and Gesar Epic

Chen Ganglong

Oriental Literature Study Center, Beijing University, Beijing, 100871

Abstract In Qing Bai Leichao edited by Xu Ke at the end of Qing dynasty is a “Tibetan Mythology”, Man
Sanwang, which is thought by some scholars the legend of Guan Yu in Tibetan area. Through the comparative
study of narrative structure, plot motif of Man Sanwang and Gesar Epic, we will draw such a conclusion that
Man Sanwang is not the legend of Guan Yu, but an epic story of how Gesar conquered the devils and saved his
wife.
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