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Festival Mementos and Construction of Modernity

of Traditional Festivals

HUANG Tao
(College of Humanities, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, China 325035)

Abstract: Festival mementos are an integral part of specific festival customs and an extension and physical
form of festival’s cultural connotation. The utilization and development of festival mementos is beneficia to
making traditional festivals prosperous and vigorous in the modern society. The role of the festival mementos
in the construction of the modernity of the traditional festivals are mainly embodied in three dimensions:
firstly, maintaining people's festival emotions and enriching the content of people’s custom activities;
secondly, construction of a strong festival atmosphere; and thirdly, the favorable succession of the traditional
festivals in modern society, which heavily depends on the development of the festival mementos’ consumer
market. Festival mementos' design, development and sales must rely on, respect and make full use of the
relevant folk customs. At present, the character of the traditional festival mementos could be divided into
three aspects: adapting the existing ones to modern society, creating new ones and using the existing ones for
their established customs. The folk customs are always evolving in its succession and the festival mementos
are constantly adjusting their functions and updating varieties.

Key words: Festival Memento; Modernity; Succession; Cultural Consumption
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