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City Public Leisure and Public Time in Late Qng and

the Early Years of the Republic of China
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(Modern History Research Institute, CASS, Beijing 100006, China)
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Abgract :Observing the rise of the city’ s public leisure, commercdaization of the night life, the system of Sunday break , and
the habit of the work and rest timing, this thess pointsout that the popularization of the public le sure and public time of the
citizen has been an important part in the public sphere of their common life. And it provided favourable conditionsfor the activ-
ity of the voluntary asodiation, academy , public assembly , gpeech and stage gppearance, and created a spectacle of the fre-
quent politica culturd movement , and it d 0 made people exchange and interact their ideas more frequently to formincreas ng-
ly identica ideology reform rhythm and val ue orientation , which became the socid cultura bassof the politicd transformation
in late Qing and the early years of the Republic of China. This was the soda culturd fect made by the public phere of the
avil sodety in modern China.
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