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Value of Chinese Local Chronicles as Social History Data

CHANG Jianhua
(Center for Chinese Social History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: Based on personal teaching and researching, the author evaluates Chinese local chronicles in terms of histori-
cal data in social history from methodological and utilitarian perspectives and analyzes their reading, styling and categoriz-
ing. Value of local chronicles as social history data is also explored in the light o customs and adrunistresive uaits. It is
argues that they are not only basic data for local or regional histarical stdy but also an iraportsn: approach to historical
study. Their data value is first seen in understanding ¢he integrtion of local or evzn iarger history. A new methodological
value has been attached to the srpcach of local chronicles for st-dying of microhistory, basic society and common people
ever since prevalcirce of local and regioval tustory. They are also an important link between state and society as well as a
window {0 show the relatiuns hetween them. The texts of local chronicles themselves, too, have become a subject of
studying due to the fact that more attention has been paid to people’s opinions to social affairs and compilers’ conceptions
because of the rise of sociocultural history resulted from a combination of cultural history and social history.

Keywords: Local Chronicles; Value of Social History Data; Study of Historical Data; Local or Regional History Study;
Historical Methodology
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