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The Stientific Knowledge and Folk Beliefs of Nuo Deng Salt Well

ZHU Xia
(Dept. of Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875 , China )

Abstract : This paper presents a study on the traditional well-salt production transmitted by the Nuo Deng
village of Yunlong county in Yunnan Province for one thousand and two hundred years. By usng thefirs - hand
materia s with a reference to Yunnan higtorical record documents, the author describes the well - sdt production
technique and the related folk beliefs. it thinks that the folk knowledge of sdt well , well - sdt production ritual
and sacrificia ritual of the Sat Dragon made one whole folk knowledge system that should not be cut apart. It ex-
isted the belief sof the Salt Dragon and the Water Dragon in the wdl - st production practice , meanwhileit mixed
the scientific knowledge in the bdief and rituas.
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