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Fidd Reation as Theory and Methcd
DONG Xiaoping
(Chinese Language Department , '3djing Normel University , Beijing 100875)

[ Abstract]“ FHeld relation” is a conprehensve expresson of the relations between non-loca schol-
ars, between ron-loca and loca scholars, and between invedigators and the people being invedigated.
“ Held rdation” is both a theory and a method. It is used for collecting, describing and explaining folk
meterids. It dipulates the behaviour pattern of scholars in the folk culture of the objects of their re-
search. It made” fidd work” to be’ field research” ingead of only collecting materids.
[ Key words] field rdation; North China; the cultura cusom of people’ suse of water
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