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Hoating Agent : Temple and Wor kshop Guarantors between 1917 and 1956
DON G Xiao - ping
(Center for Folklore, Ancient Writing and Chinese Characters, BNU , Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract :In the previous temple researches on old Beijing, we used to have a hypothesis that there has been a world of
temples authorized by both the government and religious organizations. It is supposed to have sound social functions. How-
ever , the agency between monks and workshop guarantors has been neglected. By reading annal s of local history snce Ming
and Qing Dynasty and documentsin Beijing Municipal Archive, together with the materials collected from our fieldwork , the
author finds that it is the monk who has become afloating agent to apply for various benefitsfrom the government from man-
y administrative respongbilities. In order to maintain the survival and management of the temple, these floating agents have
taken an important functional role. To some extent , under the name of religion, the monks have protected the workshops.
They have made their temples an accepting and distributing center for migrant monks and labors, and circulating economic
resources. Temple Hongfus isjust acasein point.
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