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Abgract : Snce the Reformin China, the originsin legendry related to Niangniang Temple Fair at C Vil-
lage in Hebel Province have experienced subtle changes. The village society is now under the control of the
state discourse. The originsin legendry related to the village fairs which were formerly interpreted as wor-
ship have been reinterpreted and strengthened by rituals. The two, surviving in the narrow space of thein-
terpretations of village templefair either as* folk-culture” or as* superstition” by the dominant discourse,
combine to construct or shape the local society. A folklore study of such case will help reveal the nature of

“ folklore as a process’ at the levels of epistemology and methodology.
Key words: legendry ; village templefair; local society; history of folklore; folklore
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