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A Profound D ialogue on the Relation between M an and Nature
an Interpretation of the Svan- maiden- type Story

fran the Per gpective of TabooM otif
WAN Jian- zhong
(Dept of ChineseL anguage and L iterature, BNU , Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Svan- maiden- type stories have two taboo motifs They construct a basic franevork for the
texts of the second generation and then play an mportant role in the form and structure of the stories The
taboo motif alw ays leads to the story sequence, w hich usually startsfrom laying restrictions, and goes to vio-
lating the restrictions, and finally endsw ith punishments It is actually a folklore mplication of the contra-
diction betw een man and nature. man and another kind creature can form a fanily for the time being for the
story’s sake, but even 2, the ggp betw een than can not be bridged aspeoplew ish
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