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"Representative Culture—Oriented" Writing Style of Folk Recordings: Theory and Practice

LIU Tie—liang
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, BNU, Beijing 100875, China}

Abstract: The traditional classificatory writing style on folk affairs and phenomena has seen a segregation trend from the
life and culture in question that bears the characteristic of holisticality and co— interpretativeness. Accordingly, the present
author, who sets up his basis on the relevant theories of the styles of ethnological recordings and interpretative anthropolo-
gy, puts forward — in regard to the investigation and writing practice of The Folk Culture Recordings of Betjing Mentougou
District — the key concept of "Representative Culture"” by means of a new style, 1. e. "Representative Culture— Oriented”
writing style of folk recordings, the purpose of which is to promote, rescue and protect the epistemological level of folk cul-
ture, The so—called representative culture should comprise of; (i) the unique historic process and contribution of the area
per se; (ii) the collective characteristic and temperament of the local people, who should enjoy the vitality of passing the leg-
acy from generation to generation; and (iii) an essential association of the local peoples life styles with the multiple cultural
phenomena. Such a writing style could also facilitate further investigation of folk culture and the creation of the research par-
adigm, benefiting the harmonious development of the local society and its self —adjustment,

Key words: representative culture; folk recording; folk culture; co—interpretativeness; self—knowledge of culture
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