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A General Idea and Behind:

Doing Char itableDeedsfor M er it Accumulation in the Temple Fairs
ZHAO Shi- yu
(History Department, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In a sense, the ideaon doing charitable deeds for merit accumulation during theM ing- Q ing
period w as shared by the educated elite and the populace, w hich w as clearly show n on the steles in Capital’s
Dongyue Tenple and other tamplesw ithM ount Taiworship. D ifferent social groupspracticed it in the reli-
gious, ceranonial activities in differentw ays, and they al argued its rationality and significancew ith differ-
ent religious ideas This reflected people’s general identification on the ocial moral crisis that tme Of
ocourse therew ere varied intentions and motives behind the familiar behavior, and thiswould clue us to the
understanding of somemore complicated and detailed questions about the Capital ociety in theM ing- Qing
perioal
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