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Legendary Memory and Clan identification
—Observing FANHU iegends
WAN Jiarrziiong
( Department o Chinese Language and Literature,
Beijing Normal University , Beijing 100875, China)

Abdgract : It was said that PANHU was very popular in She, Yeo , and Miao Nation
dities in China and has become a oollective memory of these clans. This legendary explains
the origin of these clans and offers a support to the idea of PANHU as ancedrd bdids,
which gives reaoons to many typica characterigics such as headwragpping , footbinding , long

- hairedness, and the taboo of not eating dogs. These features have been recognized and irr
herited as a result of repeated narration. PANHU legends are in fact the higory of ord ,
which has grongy supported the dif - identification of these clans and become promi nent
cultural features separating them from other clans.
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