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On Nationalisn of Body L anguage

CHEN Huawen
(College of Humanities Zhejiang Nomal U niversity, Jinhua 321004, China)

Absgract: In the field of linguistics, importance is usually attached to language in its oral and written
foms, whereas body language isoften ignored In fact, however, language consistsof three foms i e , oral
language, written language and body language W hile oral and written foms are in many cases the major tols
for verbal caommunication, body language p roves the most effective under certain circumstances L ike the other
tvo, body language is an established fom of language that expresses cultural meaning in a uniqueway. There-
fore, failure to understand the established usage of body language, i e , itsnationalisn, will rexult in confu-
sion with its distinctive cultural connotations and even in misunderstanding This paper is a descriptive study
of the nationalisn and cultural connotations enbedded in body language, a conmunication fom that is relative
ignored in the field
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